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Original writing.
A story worth keeping.
EDUCATION GUIDE FOR PARENTS & CO-OP LEADERS

Sparkbug is a parent-controlled writing studio where children develop original stories, comics and storybooks. Children
supply the characters, ideas and draft writing. AI supports illustration and story presentation; the child's original draft
remains their own.

A supplemental writing resource

Use the free six-lesson Comic Writers' Workshop alongside your family's existing learning plan. It is not a complete
curriculum, a promise of learning outcomes or a claim of official standards alignment. No account is needed for the
workshop.

Learning aims

• Develop a character with a motivation and a problem.

• Describe a setting using sensory details.

• Sequence events and explain cause and effect.

• Write dialogue that reveals perspective.

• Revise word choice, detail and pacing for clarity.

• Create an ending or cliffhanger and reflect on writing choices.

Parents remain in charge

Each family has its own private account and parent controls. Parents review chapters before they join the family library
and decide whether approved work can be shared. Co-op leaders receive aggregate invitation/subscription counts, not
children's writing or individual family details. No ads, child messaging or tracking pixels.

Funding status

Sparkbug-specific eligibility has not been confirmed. Arizona ESA and Florida PEP/FES-UA may have relevant
educational purchase categories, but the program administrator decides whether an actual purchase qualifies. Vendor
registration is not curriculum accreditation and does not approve every charge.
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Six flexible lessons
One lesson each week is a suggestion, not a requirement. Start with discussion, make a draft, then reflect. A finished
comic is optional. Work on paper if you prefer; using Sparkbug is not required for the workshop.

1. Meet your main character

Skill: Character and motivation
Writing invitation: Invent a character who wants something, but has a surprising problem.

Start small: Say your idea aloud, then write three sentences about your character.
Go deeper: Show what your character wants through an action instead of explaining it.
Reflect: What would your character never give up on?

2. Build a world

Skill: Setting and sensory detail
Writing invitation: Choose a place for your character. What makes it ordinary—or extraordinary?

Start small: Describe one thing they see, hear, and feel.
Go deeper: Make one detail in the setting create a problem or offer a clue.
Reflect: How does this place change what your character can do?

3. Something goes wrong

Skill: Plot and cause and effect
Writing invitation: Interrupt your character's day with a problem they cannot ignore.

Start small: Write a beginning, a problem, and one thing your character tries.
Go deeper: Make their first attempt change the situation in an unexpected way.
Reflect: Why does one event lead to the next?
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Six flexible lessons, continued
4. Let your characters talk

Skill: Dialogue and perspective
Writing invitation: Two characters disagree about what to do next. Write their conversation.

Start small: Give each character two lines of dialogue.
Go deeper: Give each character a distinct voice and something they leave unsaid.
Reflect: What do we learn from what each character says?

5. Make your words work harder

Skill: Revision and clarity
Writing invitation: Read your draft aloud. Choose one moment to make clearer, livelier, or more surprising.

Start small: Replace one vague word and add one helpful detail.
Go deeper: Revise a scene's pacing: slow down an important moment or trim repetition.
Reflect: Which change helps your reader imagine the scene?

6. A chapter worth keeping

Skill: Resolution and reflection
Writing invitation: Write an ending—or a cliffhanger. Decide what your character has learned or what comes next.

Start small: Finish your scene, even if the larger story is still in progress.
Go deeper: Connect the ending to an earlier detail, then explain your choice.
Reflect: Which part feels most like your own voice?



Sparkbug | Education guide | 18 October 2026 4

Evidence of learning
A simple family record

Keep the child's original draft, a revised draft and a short parent note about a specific change. If you keep an illustrated
edition, label the writing as the child's and the illustrations as AI-assisted. A picture alone is not proof of writing progress.

Suggested parent note (record outside Sparkbug)

Date: ____________________
Lesson or skill: ____________________
What the child wrote or revised: ____________________
A change we discussed: ____________________
What we will practice next: ____________________

Example - not a real child's record

Skill: setting and sensory detail. Evidence: compare a short first draft with the version adding a sound and a useful clue.
Reflection: the child explains why that clue matters to the next event. No grade level, diagnostic claim or standardized
assessment is implied.

What an educational purchase description can say

"Sparkbug provides a parent-controlled subscription to guided original writing, character development, story sequencing,
dialogue and revision tools. The six-lesson workshop is available free. The child creates the original writing; AI supports
illustrations and presentation. Optional Spark Packs buy additional custom-picture allowance and are separate
purchases."

Keep charges honest and distinct

The paid plans include an illustration allowance. Do not describe an entire bundled subscription as writing-only or claim
that all AI pictures are optional add-ons. Extra Spark Packs and printed books are separate purchases and may have
different eligibility rules. Do not hide them inside a curriculum charge.

Purchase documentation

Ask for the vendor's legal name and contact details, itemized product description, billing dates, actual paid amount,
discounts, proof of payment and renewal/cancellation/refund terms. Use the actual paid amount after any co-op discount.
A sample description is not a receipt or reimbursement guarantee.

Do not send children's personal information to Sparkbug

Any student identity, scholarship number or learning plan required by a funding program should go directly to that program
through its secure process, not through Sparkbug's public contact or co-op forms.
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Check before you buy
Arizona ESA / ClassWallet

The official ESA/ClassWallet page explains payment routes. The latest handbook located for this review is 2025-26; verify
the current school-year rules before purchasing. Ask whether this family writing subscription fits educational software or
instructional materials, and whether included AI pictures, extra credits or a printed book change that assessment.

Florida PEP / FES-UA

PEP guidance includes educational software/subscriptions and curriculum categories. A category match is not Sparkbug
approval. Ask Step Up which purchase route and documentation apply. Family subscriptions may need student-share
proration; do not assume a multi-child family plan can be reimbursed in full. The FES-UA guide located is 2025-26; check
current guidance for the student and year.

Questions for your administrator

• Is this exact plan eligible for this student and school year? Which category and payment route apply?

• Do you need written preapproval before purchase? How should a family subscription be allocated?

• Are bundled illustration allowances, separately sold Sparks and printed books eligible, excluded or separately
documented?

• What invoice and payment evidence must I retain? Are renewals reviewed separately?

• How must cancellation or refunds be returned and documented?

Do not assume reimbursement

Confirm requirements before paying. Sparkbug does not promise program acceptance or reimbursement. Current
subscription terms provide cancellation at period end and refunds only where legally required or stated at purchase; the
published terms remain a draft for legal review. Ask for confirmed purchase terms before a funded order. Program-funded
refund procedures still require confirmation.

Official sources checked for this guide

Arizona ESA / ClassWallet

Arizona ESA handbook, 2025-26

Florida PEP purchasing guide

Florida FES-UA family handbook

Florida FES-UA purchasing guide

Reviewed 18 October 2026. PEP page dated 7 October 2026; FES-UA handbook dated 16 September 2026. Rules can change. This
guide is educational product information, not legal advice.

https://www.azed.gov/esa/classwallet
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/06/ESA%202025-2026%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.stepupforstudents.org/handbook-web/pep-purchasing-guide/
https://www.stepupforstudents.org/handbook-web/fes-ua-family-handbook/
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/GUIDES/FES-UA-Purchasing-Guide.pdf

